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MESSAGE: 

Dear Examiner Epps-Smith 

I'm attaching a set of proposed claim amendments for youi' convenience. 

Claim 1 has been amended to incorporate the subject matter of claims 2 and 4 (which are 
cancelled) and to clarify that the "thus-precipitated CMP-NeuAc has a purit y measured bv HPLC 
of 95% or more." I'd like to discuss whether this might overcome the outstanding obviousness 
rejection. 

The remaining amendments put the dependent claims into proper form by reciting "The. , . ". 
1 will give you a call at 2:30 this afternoon. 

Many thanks 

CONFrDENTIALITY NOTICE 

This message is intended for the individual or entity to which it is addressed and tWy contain information that is 
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the 
intended recipient or the agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us 
immediately by telephone and retiun the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service. 
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PROPOSED AME^fDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A process for purification of CMP-N-acetylneuraminic acid 
(CMP-NeuAc) without employment of any chromatography treatment, comprising the following 
steps (1) to (4): 

step (1): a step of adding a calcium ion or a magnesium ion to a CMP-NeuAc-containing 
solution, thereby causing phosphoric acid, pyrophosphoric acid, and a nucleotide which coexist 
with CMP-NeuAc to precipitate; 

step (2): a step of adding a phosphatase to the CMP-NeuAc-containing solution, thereby 
converting the nucleotide which coexists with CMP-NeuAc into a nucleoside; 

step (3): a step of adding an alcohol having a carbon number of 5 or less, thereby 
precipitating CMP-NeuAc in the form of salt; and 

step (4): a step of collecting the thus-precipitated CMP-NeuAc, 

wh e rein step s (1) and (2) arc performed in a sequence soloctod from: 

st e p (1) and thon ot e p (2), or 

r.tnp (1 ;> nnd nfop (2') performed Rimultanoouglv: tm dw herein these steps are tae r formed in 

a sequence selected from: 

step (1). step (21. step (3\ and then step (4\ or 

step (I) and step (2) are performed simultaneously and then steps f3^ and (41 are 
performed sequentially, and 
wherein the thus-precipitated CMP-NeuAc has a purit y measured by HPLC of 95% or more. 

2. (Original) A proc e ss according to claim 1 , wher e in thoao ot e ps or e p e rformed in th e 
following soquonoo: stop (1), step (2), atop (3), and then stop (1). 

3. (Cancelled) 

4 > - (Currcntly amended) A proc e ss according to claim 1, wh e r e in stop (1) and st e p 

(2) or e performed simultaneously - and th e n s t e ps (3) and ( 4 ) are perform e d s e quentially . 
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5. (Currently amended) A rThe p rocess according to claim 1, wherein step (3) and 
step (4) are performed a plurality of times. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently amended) A -The p rocess according to claim 1 , wherein the 
phosphatase is Escherichia coli alkaline phosphatase. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently amended) A rThe purification process according to claim 1 , wherein 
the CMP-NeuAc collected in step (4) is subjected to cation exchange reaction for substitution of 
the cationic moiety of the CMP-NeuAc, 

10. (Currently amended) A rThe p urification process according to claim 9, wherein the 
cation exchange reaction employs an ion-exchange resin. 
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